jj Volume 1, Issue 1

1

=A =4 =4 =4

Locations used
in the Big Year

Vaseaux Lake
Boardwalk

Black Sage Road
Spotted Lake
The Falcon Motel

Husky Station
Osoyoos

Boot Lake

Eldorado

Okanagan
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If you can imagine Steve
Martin standing down by
Spotted Lake sharing laughs
with Penticton Councillor
Joseph Pierre, or watching
Owen Wilson ride a pedal
bike around the Husky park-
ing lot in Osoyoos to the joy
of onlookers, you have just
identified just two of the
highlights of having The Big
Year in the Valley.

The most popular request
however was not just to meet
the stars but to have a chance
to eat at the famous Catering
Truck. It was hard to keep

up with Marion and Aman-

TV
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da, mother and daughter
team as they can serve

breakfast in the morning to

some 200 people, pack up

and serve lunch at an entirely

different location hours later.

The Big Year crew arrived in

Penticton on a private jet

around 11 PM on Saturday

to

Okanagan

film

night. The Breeze in

Osoyoos stayed open late to
make sure the crew was fed
and watered before they re-
turned to the Watermark for

a well earned rest.

Sunday was a day to rest up
for some of the crew but
others like Location Man-
agement, Art Department,
Set Decoration and the Elec-
trical Crew were busy get-
ting the three locations ready
for filming. WorkZone in
Oliver and Osoyoos assisted
to get a local carpenter on

site and 2 labourers.

Cont. on page 2
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Back Alley Film Productions Ltd. and Muse Entertainment Enterprises Inc., producers of
the critically acclaimed television series “Durham County”, are in talks to shoot “Eldorado”,
a new network television series in the Okanagan Valley region in 2011. The project, which
is in development, will require a wide range of crew members to facilitate production and
will be shot both on location and in studio. Grapevine Picture Works will act as the local
consultants with additional support coming from the Okanagan Film Commission
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Ten local youth were trained
as Production Assistants and
worked for the duration of
shooting. These young people
are now trained and can be
hired to work with other pro-
duction companies. Five ex-
perienced local crew people
also worked on set. for the
duration and their experience
drew compliments from the
Locations Management Team

and the producers.

Brad Van Arragon had been
with the film commission in
December on the first Produc-
ers tour. He was very aware
of the importance of the OFC
communicating information to
our funders so he allowed
Gerri Logan to bring her cam-
era on set to capture some of
the action. Gerri also worked
as a Location Scout for the
production company as well
as an Assistant Location Man-
ager while the Big Year was

in the South Okanagan.

Working on the ground with
the production allowed Gerri
to understand the scope of the
goods and services that a pro-
duction company requires
during its time on location.
Some 14 companies services
were required and many of the

shops were visited by cast and
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Crew. Steve Martin appar-
ently visited the local hard-
ware store but was un recog-
nised by the young sales clerk
who had to be told who she
had just waited on. During
the pre production the Loca-
tion Management Team
worked with 4 different Pro-
vincial Ministries, The Na-
ture Trust, Canadian Wildlife
Service and two biologists,
Dick Cannings and Owain
McKibbon to protect the en-
vironmentally sensitive
Vaseaux Lake Boardwalk and
the rattlesnakes in the Boot
Lake area. Cast and crew
were relieved that Owain
was on set as he caught and
three snakes around the work
trucks. He also supplied an
info sheet to everyone on
safety precautions when in

rattlesnake country.

Our Local RCMP and Minis-
try of Highways assisted us
with all road closures and
traffic interruptions. Neigh-
bours around the Oliver
Ranch Road where one way
traffic was in effect for the
days shooting were visited
two days before and given an
information sheet. Everyone
was impressed that the pro-

duction company had taken
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time to advise them.

The Osoyoos Husky Station was
renamed Phoebes Café for the last
shoot in the Okanagan. The res-
taurant had been modified by the
Art Department during the previ-
ous two days and as the sun set
Owen Wilson began his scene. As
the cameras were shooting from
outside into the restaurant on-
lookers were allowed to stand
close to the action. Several hun-
dred people watched as Owen
went through 30 takes. When
“that’s a wrap” crackled over the
radio’s Owen casually got on his
bike and pedalled by the crowds
to his dressing room. Camera
flashes light up the parking lot as
the crew began to pack up. The
Art Department was already in-
side the Husky putting it back in
shape and Phoebes Café was just

a memory.

The OFC worked extremely hard
to bring this production to our
region and we received praise for
our work.. The Big Year said
they have never worked with a
film commission that responded
so well to their needs and deliv-

ered their services so well.

Thank you Big Year!
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OQutfitting ['Steve'
car for driving scene

Phoebes Restaurant

If you ever get
to thinking ypu
are a person qf
influence, ry
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Crew Meet and greet

One of the most successful events organized by the OFC is the crew meet
and greet. We time this event to when producers are in town. We usually
hold our event at the Cove Resort but this time we partnered with Media
Button a graphic design studio. So on a balmy spring evening over 120
gathered to meet Janice Lundman of the TV Series Eldorado. Resumes
were exchanged and Janice later reported that she was extremely pleased
by the talent and experience of the Okanagan based crews.

Wendy Ord, local producer and director previewed her short film Tora,
featuring David Suzuki which has now been supported as a full length film
that will begin shooting in 2011.

The rock band St James Street featuring James Blond also previewed
their movie that follows their steps on a cross country tour.
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9 Presently scouting for two f Antares opened an office in West
Western Feature Films. Kelowna. Preproduction for 4 TV

series will move into this location.

T Mud Puppy will begin shooting Shooting schedule TBA.

in the fall with Jason Priestly
directing. 9 Robert Fine EDO of CORD and Steve
Lee of Scherle Construction did a
Studio Tour in Vancouver with Jon
Summerland. They are moving to-
wards building a studio in Central
9 Destination Truth a paranor- Okanagan

mal travel show was in the

area for two weeks.

T XWeighted TV series has been
shooting in the Okanagan for 5
months.

Training our young people

Gerri Logan and Michael Gazetas

Hello, how are you guys? | would like to thank you two and everyone else at The Big
Year, for giving me and my classmates a chance of a lifetime. | really enjoyed being
with everyone in the “circus” we had a lot of great laughs. It was like you guys were
a big family, | felt more than welcome. It surprised me to see how everyone cooper-
ated even though at times the tasks or some seemed impossible. It was an amazing
experience and | would love to be able to do it again sometime. If you guys need any
help in the future, i am more than willing and | know others who are too. Thank you
again for this incredible opportunity.

Thanks

Patricia Falkus
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Never take life
seriously, no one
gets out alive
anyway!
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OKANAGAN FI LM
COMMISSION
1450 KLO Road
Kelowna, BC
V1W 372
Jon Summerland and Gerri Logan

- scouting for

www.okanaganfilm.com
The Big Year

Everywhere here is somewhere else!

The Big Year in Pictures




